
Child Safety
Club Briefing



The facts

• Child sexual abuse is one of the most significant yet invisible public 
health issues we face – affecting children, young people, families and 
communities at all stages of life.

• Child abuse remains out of sight and out of mind as a community 
concern

• Children are still not trusted to tell the truth, leaving them in danger

• Perception that child abuse does not happen within ‘my community’

Australian Childhood Foundation Research (2022)



Child abuse is everyone’s issue

In the 2022-2023 financial year:

• 128,705 child protection reports received (9% increase from 2021-
2022) 

• 16,778 substantiations (4% increase from 2021-2022)



The Impacts
• Approximately 2.5 million Australian adults (13%) have experienced abuse 

during their childhood. This includes 1.6 million adults (8.5%) who experienced 
childhood physical abuse and 1.4 million adults (7.7%) who experienced 
childhood sexual abuse.

• The majority of people who experienced childhood abuse knew the perpetrator;

• Those who experienced childhood abuse were:

• twice as likely to experience violence as an adult compared to those who did not 
experience abuse (71% compared to 33%);

• three times more likely to experience partner violence as an adult than those who did 
not experience abuse (28% compared to 8.9%);

Australian Bureau of Statistics (2019)



Child Abuse

Child abuse can include physical abuse, sexual abuse, grooming, emotional 
or psychological harm, neglect or family violence. 

It doesn’t have to involve physical contact or force. Child abuse can include:

• talking to a child in a sexually explicit way 

• grooming a child for future sexual activity

• forcing a child to watch pornography 

• being witness to family violence

• failing to provide a child with an adequate standard of nutrition, 
supervision or medical care to the extent that their development of the 
child is placed at serious risk, or is significantly impaired.



Child Safe Organisations

• A child safe organisation takes deliberate steps to safeguard 
children from physical, sexual, emotional and psychological 
abuse and neglect.

• All children have the right to feel safe and be safe, but safety 
does not just happen.



The legislative requirements
FAILURE TO DISCOSE

• An offence that applies to all adults (not just professionals who work with 
children) who form a reasonable belief that another adult may have committed a 
sexual offence against a child under 16 years of age and fail to report this 
information to the Victoria Police. Failing to disclose a sexual offence based on 
concerns for the interests of the perpetrator or organisation (e.g. concerns about 
reputation, legal liability or financial status) are not regarded as a reasonable 
excuse.

FAILURE TO PROTECT

•  An offence that applies to a person in a position of authority within an organisation 
who: knows of a substantial risk that a child under the age of 16, under the care, 
supervision or authority of the organisation will become a victim of a sexual offence 
committed by an adult associated with the organisation (e.g. employee, contractors, 
volunteer, visitor); and negligently fails to remove or reduce the risk of harm.



The legislative requirements

GROOMING

• Grooming is when a person engages in predatory conduct to prepare a child or 
young person for sexual activity at a later time. Grooming can include 
communicating or attempting to befriend or establish a relationship or other 
emotional connection with the child or their parent or carer.

REASONABLE BELIEF

• A reasonable belief is a belief based on facts that would lead a reasonable 
person to think that reportable conduct may have occurred.  A reasonable belief 
is more than suspicion. There must be some objective basis for the belief. 
However, it does not require certainty. once a reasonable belief has been 
formed, it is not your role to investigate. This is the role of DHHS Child Protection 
or Victoria Police.





Child Safety Officers (CSO’s) 

• Promote the message of child safety around the club

• Ensure that Child safety is continually on the agenda at the club

• Remind the club committee of the club’s legal child safety 

requirements

• Contribute to the development and implementation of the club’s 

child safety requirements.



OEFN Child Safety Club Audit

• To be completed annually

• Submitted to OEFN

• Random audits will take place 
over the course of the year



Further Information

• Resources are available on the OEFN website



Further Information-AFL Safeguarding 
Children and Young People



Annual Club Actions
❑Appoint a Child Safety Officer

❑Visit the OEFN website to access resources

❑Personalise and adopt Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy

❑Publish physically at your club and on the club website:

❑Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy

❑Child Friendly Safety Code of Conduct

❑Commitment to Child Safety

❑Ensure HR processes up to date (Referee checks, WWCC)

❑Committee and Child Safety Officer undertake online child safety training

❑Provide a briefing to club coaches, support staff and volunteers about child 
safety obligation

❑Complete and Submit OEFN Child Safety Audit by Sunday 31st March 2024



Beginning 2024

The Child Safety Officer should provide a briefing to all club staff 

and volunteers which includes:

• An outline of the expected standards of behaviour (in person and 

online) when undertaking their role at the club

• The importance of reporting any concerns that they may have about 

the safety or wellbeing of a child.

• Steps that they can take if they have concerns



Beginning 2024

The Child Safety Officer should provide a briefing or 

communication to all participants and parents which includes:

• Introduce themselves as the Child Safety Officer

• Outline the expected standards of behaviour at the club

• The club priority of the safety and wellbeing of children and will take 

all matters seriously

• Who they can contact should there be concerns.



Please scan the QR code
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